Element of Cinema



Name: ______________________________

My Man Godfrey



Date: _______________________________

Answer all questions.  (40 points)

1. Many critics agree that My Man Godfrey is the definitive example of the genre known as "Screwball Comedy." Define this term, and in an essay describe three examples (scenes) of this type of comedy that we find in this film.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
2. What sociopolitical events led to the rise of "Screwball Comedies" in 1930s Hollywood? Name the titles and directors of three other classic films that are also considered an integral part of this genre.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

3. Why and how did Godfrey Park become Godfrey Smith? What events led him to become a "forgotten man," then re-invent himself as a butler? Where does he intend to go from here?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
4. One of the major themes of this film is obligation and responsibility. How is this theme fulfilled first, by Irene towards Godfrey in the first part of the film, and later on towards the conclusion of the film by Godfrey towards the "forgotten men" that live in the dump under the 59th street bridge?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

