Elements of Cinema



Name: ____________________________________
City Lights




Date: _____________________________________

Answer all the following questions. (20 points)

1. Chaplin made City Lights as a silent movie at a time when Hollywood had already switched to sound.  How does the director make fun of sound films ("talkies") in the opening sequence of this movie?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. In the scene when the Little Tramp meets the Blind Girl for the first time, why does she think that he is a rich man?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Film critic Roger Ebert writes that City Lights "comes the closest to representing all the different notes of Chaplin's genius: it contains slapstick, pathos, melodrama and grace." In a well-developed essay pick four (4) different scenes from this film and show how they illustrate these different elements of Chaplin's art.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


4. British actor Steve Coogan has said that the biggest difference between American comedy and British comedy is that American comedy is about success, while British comedy is about failure. Keeping in mind that Chaplin was born in South London, do you think that this observation applies to City Lights? In a well-written short essay explain your point of view.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

