Junior Religion
Xavier High School 2005-2006

Fourth Quarter Prospectus
Overview: During the fourth quarter, we will examine several key issues in contemporary social and Catholic thought.  These include: capital punishment, sexual morality, abortion, euthanasia, and the Just War Theory.  Students will collaborate in groups to prepare and make 25 minute presentations.

Sample 5-day Cycle: 
Days 1
& 2
Introduction to the topic based on assigned reading from Morality.

Day 3

Group presentation of the topic

Day 4

Additional topic discussion
Day 5

Wrap-up/Evaluations/Position papers /Next issue introduction
Grading & Due Dates:

	Group Presentation
	25%  
	Presentation due to Mr. Mulreany SJ via e-mail the second day of the cycle in which your group will present



	Major Paper

	25%
	Outline due day after group presentation

Final paper due May 30, 2006


	Position Papers 

(4 total)
	25%     
	Due the day last day of the cycle on particular topic (those presenting do not do this paper)


	Quizzes
	15%     
	Expect in the first two days of cycle



	Class Participation
	10%
	Expect to participate every class 




Overview of Major Assignments:

Group Presentation:  You and your group will work collaboratively to build and present an engaging and informative twenty-five minute presentation on your topic. A suggested outline for the presentation is as follows:
1) Introduction to the Issue: What is involved? (3 minutes)

2) Factual overview of the issue (5 minutes)

3) Presentation of the various sides of the issue; make sure to include Catholic thinking (12 minutes)

4) Examination of a particular case (5 minutes)

5) Conclusion (3 minutes)

6) Q&A, discussion for remainder of the period

Whatever the actual sections, the presentation should take about twenty-eight to thirty minutes, with the remaining time for questions and answers.
Guidelines:

· Make sure there is suitable division of labor for your project. This should be documented on the separate “Division of Labor” handout.

· If you wish to provide a handout to the class, you must give it to Mr. Mulreany, SJ the day before class for photocopying.

· Draw on the relevant sources for moral decision-making: scripture, church teaching, personal and communal experience.
· Provide relevant data and statistics both to describe the issue adequately and buttress any of the moral arguments which you make. These statistics must be from reputable sources such as government institutions, researchers or think-tanks.

· Do a run-through of your presentation with Mr. Mulreany, SJ before your class presentation.

Assessment:
· In a confidential manner, you will assess yourself and the other members of this group. Only you and I will see this evaluation. You will be given a set of questions to help you with this portion of the assessment.

· I will make the ultimate determination of the grade for the project, based on my observation of your presentation. I will assess your presentation using the attached rubric.  
Major Paper:  As part of your presentation, you will utilize at least four different reputable sources for your research.  From these sources you must compose a major paper providing an overview of the issue and the moral issues it raises. Conclude with your own assessment of the issue. This paper must be at four to five pages long.  Your sources must be cited in MLA format and you need a bibliography in MLA format.
Position Papers:  Except when you are part of the presenting group, at the end of each cycle you will submit your moral analysis of the issue. In this paper, you evaluate the moral arguments on an issue and briefly present your own position. This paper should be one page in length.
Note on source material:  You need four reputable sources for your final paper.  These sources include the following: scholarly articles from journals, internet sites connected to universities, think-tanks or the government (these will end in “.edu,” “.org” or “.gov” but not “.com”), articles from national newspapers or magazines in like The New York Times or The Atlantic Monthly.  If you have questions about whether a source is reputable, do not hesitate to ask me about it.  Be aware of potential biases in your sources.
